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Background on Somalia

 























In July 1960, Britain and Italy granted independence to their respective colonial 
territories in the Horn of Africa, enabling them to come together as the Republic 
of Somalia.
Following a 1969 coup the army seized power and renamed the country Somali 
Democratic Republic. The new government under Major General Siad Barre 
declared itself socialist and was supported by the Soviet Union until the late 
1970’s when it switched Cold War alliances and the U.S. became its major 
military and economic supporter.
In 1991, President Barre fled the country after his government was overthrown 
leaving Somalia in the control of a number of clan based guerilla groups, none of 
whom trusted each other.
In 1992, Somalia experienced a civil war and severe famine that killed 300,000 
during what was considered the worst drought of the century.
The U.S - led Battle of Mogadishu took place in 1993 following months of 
increased engagement between U.S troops and Somali militias. A Somali led 
attack on Pakistani (U.N.) peacekeeping troops led to the increased military 
engagement.
From 1991 until a Transitional Federal Government regained control of the 
capital Mogadishu and much of the country in 2007,  Somalia 3experienced 
anarchy. A breakaway nation called the Somaliland Republic proclaimed its 
independence from Somalia. Since then, other warlords have created their own 
mini-states in Jubaland and Puntland.
In 2000, parliament convened in neighboring Djibouti to elect Somalia’s first 
government in almost a decade.
In 2006, Islamist Militias called Somali Islamic Courts Council (SICC) began 
battling rival warlords and eventually seized control of the Capital Mogadishu. In 
the Fall of 2006, Ethiopian troops regained control of Mogadishu and the 
Ethiopian government announced that its troops would remain in the country 
until the country was stable and a functional government was created.
Al-Shabab, the militant faction of the SICC, became increasingly popular in 
2007. It has since allied itself with Al-Qaeda, and has been primarily active in the 
south of the country.
Aside from the insurgency threat, Somalia is currently plagued by locusts, 
COVID-19 and piracy on its open seas.
The current President, Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed, has been in power since 
February 2017. The voting body was limited to the 275 members of parliament 
and 54 senators. His term will end on February 8, 2021.
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State Actors 
Somalia Federal Government
Autonomous states
African Union Mission in Somalia 
(AMISOM)
Foreign state actors: US AFRICOM, 
UAE, EU, Turkey, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia. 











Non -state Actors 
Al- Shabab
Islamic State
Su� al- Sunna
Clan militias working with the 
islamists.
Clan militias working with the 
government 

 

 











Neither AMISOM or the Somali National Army have the capacity to hold the 
territories they cleared of the militants. AMISOM and the SNA rely on clan 
militias that do not follow international standards of conduct and face no 
repercussions for their human rights violations.
AMISOM ic currently receiving funding from United Nations Support Office for 
Somalia (UNSOS). Prior to 2018, the EU was paying the salaries of the 
AMISOM soldiers, but it is unclear if this was renewed.
Al-Shabaab capitalizes on the constant clan and political infighting and uses the 
existing rivalries to expand its territory. Many Somalis believe that Al-Shabaab is 
able to provide better security for the individuals and territories it controls than 
the other actors on the ground.
Federal-state tensions run high: In September 2018, leaders of the autonomous 
states suspended all ties with the federal government. The regional 
governments accused the federal governments of “failing to provide security in 

the country and adequately combat Al-Shabaab and fulfill its federal 
responsibilities toward the federal states” In August 2020, leaders of Puntland 
and Jubaland did not attend the summit where the electoral process was 
decided.
The federal-state tensions have been worsened by the Gulf crisis that pitted 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE against Qatar.

Actors Involved
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2020 Elections 

In February 2020, President Mohamed signed legislation giving ordinary citizens the right 

to vote. The legislation would have given men and women equal voting rights. If direct 

voting had been implemented in the 2020 election, this would have marked Somalia’s first 

time holding a direct popular vote since 1969.  

 

Based on the agreement struck between President Mohamed and five regional leaders in 

September, 101 delegates selected by traditional elders, regional authorities and civil 

society leaders will elect representatives to parliament. Members of parliament will then 

select the President. This will allow the clans to retain more power than the majoritarian 

system which was initially intended.

 

This deal included a quota guaranteeing women 30 percent of the seats in parliament and 

the senate. There is a good chance that this quota will be met in the upcoming election. 

The Inter-parliamentary Union (IPU) reports that women hold 24% of the seats in 

Somalia's upper and lower houses of parliament, up from 14% in the previous election. 

Somalia’s incumbent president, Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed Michele Spatari/AFP via Getty Images

Source: VOA and Reuters
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https://www.voanews.com/africa/somalia-names-new-pm-revises-election-plan
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-somalia-women-politics-trfn/somali-women-demand-guarantee-of-30-of-parliament-in-2021-election-idUSKBN27D1S9


2020 Developments







Earlier this summer, Somalia announced that it would be postponing its 
parliamentary elections until February 2021, with its presidential elections to take 
place in August. Preparation for the parliamentary elections was pushed to 
November 1, 2020.
The parliamentary elections were meant to take place in December 2020, but 
they have also been postponed due to a variety of factors such as COVID-19, 
the locust infestation and Al- shabaab attacks.
The Forum of National Parties opposition alliance, criticized the decision stating 
that President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed is trying to extend his term 
unconstitutionally by postponing the elections. His term is scheduled to end in 
February, 2021.

International Response 

 U.N.

“The partners observe with regret that the 
announced [election model] falls short of the 
longstanding Somali goal of direct voting for 
members of parliament in this electoral cycle. 
The partners urge that the 2020/21 electoral 
process be free, fair, transparent and 
inclusive.” - UNSOM

 U.S.
The NYT reported that “Trump is planning 
to withdraw nearly all of the 700 U.S. 
military personnel conducting training and 
counterterrorism missions in Somalia.” - 
VOA

 A.U.
The AMISOM ambassador has pledged the 
mission’s support to ensure that Somalia’s 
2020/2021 Parliamentary and Presidential 
elections are secure and successful. - 
AMISOM
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https://unsom.unmissions.org/international-partners-note-announced-fgs-fms-electoral-agreement%C2%A0
https://infogram.com/app/#/edit/3839b01f-307c-4da3-8e24-4c9ab47041a3
http://misom/

