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What are Global Magnitsky Sanctions
 
The Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act 
was adopted by the U.S. Congress in 2016. Along with 
Executive Order 13818, it allows the U.S. government to 
sanction individuals and/or entities involved in serious 
human rights abuses and/or corruption around the world. 
Sanctions are in the form of blocking or revoking U.S. visas 
and freezing of assets and property in the U.S.  
 
Unlike certain sanctions that apply limitations and 
sanctions on an entire population/country, the Global 
Magnitsky Act avoids a broad-based sanction by only 
imposing limitations on actors involved in corruption and/or 
serious human rights abuses.
 
*The Global Magnitsky Act does not address issues 
relating to restrictions on the freedom of religion and the 
press.
 
Who does it apply to? 
 
State and non-state actors may be sanctioned under the 
Global Magnitsky Act if they are involved in any of the 
crimes outlined in the Act.
 
Why did the US adopt this act? 
 
It was inspired by Sergei Magnitsky, a tax lawyer and 
auditor who was imprisoned and later died after 
discovering $230 million in tax fraud by the Russian 
government.
 
US Institutions involved: 
 
Managed by the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office 
of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC). 

 

Individuals & countries sanctioned so far: 
 
As of January 25, 2021, 246 individuals and 
entities ranging across 29 countries have been 
sanctioned under Executive Order 13818, 
either for human rights abuses and/or 
corruption.
 
Sanctions designations in Africa 
specifically (active desginations in 
parenthesis) :
 
Of the 246 sanctions, there are 84 Global 
Magnitsky designations in Africa (34 %) across 
eight countries: the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (39), Equatorial Guinea (1), Gambia 
(14), Libya (3), Liberia (1), South Africa (4), 
South Sudan (17), and Uganda (5) as of 
01/25/2021.

CIP Africa Program | @CIPolicyAfrica | Data: Human 
Rights First, U.S. Department of the Treasury

Designation Breakdown

Center for International Policy, Africa Program

https://infogram.com/1tvd1r1wxr104pazogky87rm11c2ew8goog
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/126/glomag_eo.pdf


By Temi Ibirogba and Sifa Kasongo 

Profile #1
DRC: Dan Gertler 
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Total

2020 Cases 10.59%
2019 Cases 29.41%

2018 Cases 16.47%

2017 Cases 43.53%

African Cases Breakdown by Year 
(2017-2020)

Dan Gertler is still on the list despite the license. Gertler and his 
companies have been included in these figures.
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Profile #2
South Sudan: Al-Cardinal 

Individuals 31
Closed Classes 1

Entities 53

 
African Cases by Type

(2016-2021)
 

Number of entities and individuals sanctioned and closed cases since the 
Global Magnitsky Act's inception in 2016. 
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Dan Gertler is an Israeli international businessman, billionaire, and 
one of the DRC’s biggest individual investors. He was sanctioned 
under the Global Magnitsky Act for corrupt mining and oil deals in 
December 2017. Between 2010 and 2012 alone, $1.36 billion was 
essentially stolen from the DRC through the underpricing of mining 
assets that were sold to offshore companies linked to Gertler. As a 
result, in December 2017, OFAC designated Gertler and 20 entities 
for corrupt activities, later adding 14 additional entities in June 2018--
bringing the total to 34. Five days before leaving the White House on 
January 15, 2021, former U.S. Present Donald Trump effectively 
suspended Global Magnitsky sanctions against Gertler and 33 of his 
companies until January 31, 2022. This action does not remove him 
from the sanctions list but allows Gertler and his companies to 
resume business by:

Allowing all transactions and activities with Gertler and his network 
to continue and;

Authorizing a group of named banks and financial institutions to 
unblock any accounts, funds, or property they held.

The license is valid until January 31, 2022, and it “may be revoked 
or modified at any time”, depending on the compliance of Gertler and 
his companies. This comes after Gertler hired defense attorney Alan 
Dershowitz and former FBI director Louis Freeh to lobby the U.S. 
government on his behalf.

Three U.S. Members of Congress have written to Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen requesting that the sanctions be re-imposed 
immediately.

In December 2017, following sanctions imposed on Benjamin Bol 
Mel, a senior South Sudanese government official, Mel was 
discovered using a bank account of one of Ashraf Seed Ahmed 
Al-Cardinal’s companies for his personal funds to avoid the 
effects of the sanctions. OFAC asserts that payments from the 
South Sudanese Government to one of Al-Cardinal’s companies 
that was said to be for food went instead to government officials. 
On October 11, 2019, the Treasury’s OFAC imposed sanctions 
on Ashraf Seed Ahmed Hussein Ali (Al-Cardinal) for his alleged 
involvement in corrupt activities, along with five companies that 
are owned or controlled by Al-Cardinal.
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