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U.S. Security Assistance to Kenya Amidst 

Controversy over Drones
 

What's At Issue 

 U.S. Security Assistance to Kenya (FY2015-2019)

Security Assistance to Kenya in Context

Issue Brief 

The U.S. is considering 
expanding AFRICOM's 

authorities to conduct drone 
strikes in majority-Muslim 

counties in eastern Kenya that 
border Somalia targeting al-
Shabaab despite questions 

regarding the efficacy of such 
a strategy, its impact on 

civilians in the region and its 
legality under Kenyan law.

Counterterrorism operations in East Africa have become a central part of U.S. strategic 
engagement in the region and security cooperation with Kenya targeting al-Shabaab has 
been a cornerstone of that pursuit. However, al-Shabaab’s resilience in Somalia, and its 
ability to strike at targets in Kenya and Uganda illustrates its enduring presence, and 
suggests deficiencies in the current U.S. engagement in Somalia’s civil war. Nevertheless, in 
a bilateral meeting with Kenyan officials at the White House earlier this year, Kenyan 
President Uhuru Kenyatta allegedly asked President Trump for additional counterterrorism 
assistance, specifically “armed aerial support”. Kenyatta subsequently told France 24 News 
that he would not accept U.S. drone strikes inside Kenya and that the Americans had made 
no such request.
 
The January attack on a U.S. base at Manda Bay, Kenya, that left 3 Americans dead, 
prompted the U.S. military’s Africa Command (AFRICOM) to pursue new authorities to 
expand its areas of operations beyond al-Shabaab’s Somali strongholds to parts of eastern 
Kenya, despite long held concerns regarding the effectiveness of the U.S. counterterrorism 
campaign and its impact on civilians. An investigation by Amnesty International found that 21 
civilians were killed and 11 others were injured in just nine of the nearly 200 US airstrikes in 
Somalia between 2017 and 2020.  Moreover, absent a political and diplomatic strategy to 
address underlying drivers of conflict on Somalia, and with the announcement of a U.S. troop 
withdrawal from the country, an expanded air campaign risks exacerbating violence without 
any clear path to a sustainable peace.  

Securityassistance.org

Security Assistance Monitor, December 2020
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/15/us/politics/shabab-drone-authorities-kenya.html
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R45428.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/29/world/africa/somalia-attack-shabab.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-54182011
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/al-shabaabs-attacks-east-africa-timeline
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/15/us/politics/shabab-drone-authorities-kenya.html
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20201001-exclusive-we-would-not-accept-us-drone-strikes-inside-kenya-president-kenyatta-warns
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/22/world/africa/shabab-kenya-terrorism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/15/us/politics/shabab-drone-authorities-kenya.html
https://www.amnestyusa.org/press-releases/africom-yet-to-compensate-somali-families-despite-casualty-admissions/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/04/world/africa/trump-somalia-troop-withdrawal.html
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 F-35 Sale Proposal

Top 5 U.S. Security Sector Assistance Recipients in East Africa (FY2001-2019)

$2,526,493,077
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$381,612,108
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AMISOM Operations
Created in 2007, the African Union Mission in 
Somalia (AMISOM) is an active, regional 
peacekeeping mission operated by the 
African Union and approved by the UN. Its 
mandate includes several strategic objectives: 
gradual transfer of security responsibilities to 
Somali forces, threat reduction of al-Shabaab 
and other armed opposition groups, and 
political assistance to ensure peace-building 
efforts.
 
Though AMISOM has contributed to important 
central government gains over the past 
decade, including extending some form of 
control over major urban centers, peace in 
Somalia remains illusive, with Al-Shabaab and 
other armed groups still operating across the 
country and in control of vast swaths of its 
southern regions. AMISOM remains under-
resourced, and has been accused of a number 
of international humanitarian law and human 
rights abuses. al humanitarian law and human 
rights abuses.  
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$53,589,219

$156,730,246

$147,715,563

$685,010,977

$381,612,108

U.S. Security Assistance to AMISOM Troop 
Contributing Countries (FY2011-2019)

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/08/04/dispatches-small-step-towards-prosecutions-abuses-somalia#:~:text=We%20have%20documented%20abuses%20by,and%20indiscriminate%20killings%20of%20civilians.&text=All%20victims%20of%20AMISOM%20abuses,to%20access%20redress%20and%20justice.

